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We were not very far from the rock when searching for this pier but not quite on it.
It cannot therefore be said for certain that there was no pier for a bridge at this point
but probabilities are against it.
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Illustrations are given of two handles of jars found in the lower gallery at the shaft
among the pottery lying on the top of the rich loam overlying the rock. The pottery
lies about 2 inches thick but it is all | fragments: however some of the handles were
found to have stamps on them, and | employed a man for some days poking into the
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layer for several feet on either side and eventually got together eight of these handles;
drawings were made of them and sent home at once. | supposed the jars to have been
broken only a very short time after the building of the wall. In getting these handles
out for the illustrations a few days ago, | was dusting the mud off one of them and
found Phoenician characters to be imprinted on the stamp: one inscription was read
by an authority as “The King” and some remarks on the whole are to found in the
chapter on Pottery. It is obvious that these characters are likely in a great measure to
throw light upon the age of the Sanctuary wall at this point.

7o R 155 'y SWP -2

There are Phoenician characters, similar in shape to those of the Moabite stone, on
each handle, above and below the wings, and in two instances they have been read
by Dr. Birch as follows : — LeMelLeK ZePHa To or of King Zepha. LeK SHaT
King Shat. I. Ganneau, however, renders these inscriptions as— MoLoCH ZaPH.
LoCH SHaT
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